[Mechanical complications of acute myocardial infarction].
Rupture of the left ventricular myocardium during the course of an acute myocardial infarction may affect the free wall, the interventricular septum, or the papillary muscles. When a rupture occurs, it is referred to as a mechanical complication of acute myocardial infarction. All mechanical complications may lead to cardiogenic shock. However, the location of the rupture can often be suspected clinically. To confirm the diagnosis, echocardiography must be performed. Since the advent of thrombolytic therapy and percutaneous coronary intervention, the incidence of mechanical complications has declined. Even though mortality remains high, their recognition is important since survivors may have an excellent long-term prognosis. The cases convey two main messages: 1) Mechanical complications must be carefully searched for in any patient with an acute coronary syndrome and signs of cardiogenic shock and/or a systolic murmur. 2) Aggressive and timely medical and surgical treatment should be provided even though in a substantial proportion of these patients prognosis may be dismal.